10¢ Prexie Postal History

by Richard Pederson

The 10¢ value in the Presidential
Series of 1938, hereinafter called the
Prexies, depicts the tenth President
of the United States, John Tyler. He
became President in March 1841, fol-
lowing the death of William Henry Har-
rison, who was in office only 31 days,
and served until 1845. He was the first
U.S. President to serve in that office
without being elected as President.

The 10¢ Prexie was issued in sheet
format on September 2, 1938 (see Fig-
ure 1) and was in continuous use until 1958 when the last
delivery of stamps was made to post offices. The 10¢ value
was also available as a horizontal coil which had a first day of
issue on January 20, 1939 (Figure 2 shows a used coil strip
of 10; see also photo, front cover) and was available for use
until after the last dehvery to post offices in 1955

Figure 1

- Figure 2
The principal solo use for the 10¢ Prexie was to pay
the one-half ounce foreign airmail rate to South and Central
America that was in affect from November 1, 1946 through
June 30, 1961. Figure 3 pictures a cover bearing a solo 10¢
Prexie mailed from New Orleans, Louisiana to Tegucigalpa,
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HondurasonJune 29, 1953. Figure 4 shows a second example
with a single 10¢ Prexie paying the airmail rate to Venezuela.
In this case, the intended recipient was no longer in Venezu-
ela, so Venezuelan stamps were added to forward the letter
back to the U.S. at his new address in Palm Beach, Florida.

It is also possible to find in-period domestic solo uses of
the 10¢ Prexie on second, third, and fourth class mail, but
these are rarely encountered. A non-philatelic solo use of the
10¢ Prexie horizontal coil, whether on domestic or interna-
tional mail, is one of the most difficult Prexie solo uses to find.

In addition to the solo usages discussed above, the 10¢
Prexie was frequently used in multiples or in combinations with
other stamps to pay a wide variety of domestic and international
rates, including those for airmail, postage due, return receipt

service, parcel post, registration service, and special delivery
service. The cover whose front and back are shown in Figure
S uses a 10¢ Prexie to pay the added registration fee required
for a registered airmail letter package mailed from London,
England to Lawrencevﬂle New Jersey and valued (in Eng-
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port airmail stamp to make up the unpublished (per Beecher
and Wawrukiewwiczin U.S. Domestic Postal Rates, 1872-201 1)
40¢/one-half ounce rate required for airmail service from
American Samoa to Kansas City, Missouri. The cover, mailed
onAugust 2, 1944, contains a markingindicating it was passed
by the civil censor (since there is no APO address and sending
location is identified) at American Samoa. American Samoa is
an unincorporated U.S. territory and during wartime, censor-
ship of civilian mail was necessary to prevent the intentional
or inadvertent disclosure of information about such things
as military movements, fortifications, and military force con-
centrations. g 4 A AV & & .’W , N
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NOMSEN & RARMS,
PRACA #3504 1,
Ri0 DE JANEIRG, BRAZIL

The Figure 7 cover uses two 10¢ Prexies plus six 3¢ Prex-
ies and a 2¢ For Defense issue to pay the 40¢ international
airmail rate to Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. This cover also has a red
stamp from the Board of Economic Warfare stating that the
technical information contained inside is approved for export.
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Final examples of the 10¢ Prexie used for international
mailings are pictured in Figures 8 and 9. In Figure 8, three
10¢ Prexies pay the 30¢ rate for an up to one-half ounce let-
ter using the Foreign Airmail Service (FAM) from New York to
Zurich, Switzerland. The letter, which was mailed on November
3, 1943, was returned to the sender, Phillips Process Co.,
Inc., because FAM service had been suspended due to World
War II. This rate applied until November 1, 1946 when it was

superseded by a 15¢ airmail rate to Europe.
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is supplemented with a 10¢ Prexie and 2¢ Liberty issue coil.
The card was mailed from Englewood, New Jersey to the Oxford
Philatelic Society in Oxford, England. The Reply card is no
longer attached so was evidently used to reply to the sender
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Figure 10
On domestic mail, the 10¢ Prexie was often used either
by itself or in combination with other stamps to pay for post-
age and various fees. The Figure 10 cover mailed from the
Freemont, New Hampshire “Tax Collector” in December 1956
uses the 10¢ Prexie to pay the 3¢ first class surface rate and
7¢ return receipt fee in addition to the certified mail fee which

was paid by the 15¢ certified mail stamp.
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The airmail cover shown in Figure 11 is franked with the

6¢ airmail stamp honoring 50 years of powered flight paying the
domesticfirst class airmail rate and two 10¢ Prexies paying the
20¢ special delivery fee. The cover was mailed on November 5,
1953 from the Western Novelty Company in Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. A second airmail cover bearing
two 10¢ Prexies and a censor marking is pictured in Figure
12. In this oo :

instance, the B
letter that ‘
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to the Bank |
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on June 29, 3 """“mmoux ‘Mr. 0. C. I.tttlo. Asst. Vice-Prosident
1943, pays Figure 12

the 20¢ FAM

14 airmail rate for up to one-half ounce. That rate was in ef-
fect between Hawaii and the continental U.S. from April 21,
1937 thru January 14, 1945

- and back in
~ Figure 13,
| which is
dated May
.26, 1942,
~has 26 cop-
1esofthe 10¢

Prexie along
with a single
2¢ “ARMY |
AND NAVY” |
defense is- |
sue for a to- |
tal of $2.62 @ =
in postage. | &
Sinceafourth
class parcel
mailed from
Crystal, Oklahoma to St. Louis, Missouri would be subject to
zone 4 rates, a likely rate breakdown is 35¢ for insurance up
to $200, 10¢ for the first pound, and $2.17 for 62 additional
pounds (3.5¢ x 62).

Next, [will
show an exam- l...:; ek
ple of the 10¢
Prexie being
used to pay for
Certified Mail
service. The
Figure 14 cov-
er, sent from
Hillsborough,
California to i
New York City, =
on August 16,
1957, con-
tains three 10¢ Prexies which pay the 20¢ fee for certified
mail service, the current 3¢ first class rate, and, likely, a 7¢
return receipt fee.

) Flgure 13

¥ Yo
A 2ec 4k, e

/V'c;"

Figure 14

SPT8LL oN
" IvW a3

18 U.S. Stamp News

January 2018



I will
Conclude WALTER ™. SWAN, dJv.
with three Sla:‘llcl‘fi“:lg. Y.
philatelic . :
covers that
use the
10¢ Prexie
coil. The
first uses
the 10¢
coil along
with sev- Figure 15
eral other
Prexie coil stamps (Figure 15), to exactly pay the 20¢ airmail
rate from New York to Hawaii.
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Ormond Beach, Florida. Harris, who dealt primarily in classic
U.S. issues, used a pair of 10¢ Prexies to pay the 2¢ standard
mail single piece rate plus 3¢ for the enclosed first class mail
and 15¢ for insurance up to;$-2vS. .
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cover (Fig-
ure 17), .
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rate, the Figure 17

four 10¢ Prexie coils pay the registration fee, and the two

James Fenimore Cooper Famous American stamps pay the

4¢ registry surcharge for an item with a declared value of up

to $200. Although philatelic, these covers are still nice uses
as the 10¢ coil is one of the most infrequently encountered

Prexies and all three are legitimate in-period uses.

My thanks to John Hotchner who provided several of
the images that are included in this article. If you have any
interesting 10¢ Prexie usages you would like to share or have
any comments, clarifications or corrections, please send them
to me at rich@pedersonstamps.com or by mail to P.O. Box
662, Clemson SC 29633.
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NEW! “The First Postage Stamps Used in The United States”
50 Pages covering the NY Postmaster’s Provisional, The Carrier
Stamps and The U.S. 1847 Issue, including postal history and history
of the pioneer services...............ooceevviiiiiieeiiiie e, $33.50

The Washington-Franklin Heads

“HOW TO TELL THEM APART” Study of
The Washington-Franklin Heads:

58 FULL COLOR pages, covering Scott 331 // 547, with each

denomination treated separately and in depth............... $43.50

Also available in black & white........cc.cccvvuvininiininnenne. $21.00
Individual Issue Studies, including helpful identifiers,
background information, earliest known and other covers, and more
* The Washington-Franklins, Part 1, Sc. 331-366, 374-396

58 pages, infull COIOT.....ccvuiurireiiuiieenrniinrenresracencanss $35.50

Also available in black & white.......cccveuveriieniinieninnnnns $21.00
* The Washington-Franklins, Part 2, Sc. 405-461

58 pages, in full color.......ccocovviiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiinininn $35.50

Also available in black & white.........ccceveveiiiiianninnnnn. $19.50
* The Washington-Franklins, Part 3, Sc. 462-497, 519

45 pages, in full color.......cccuveinininiiiiiiiiiiiiiniaiennne. $32.50

Also available in black & white........ccovuvuiuievaienennnenn. $19.00
* The Washington-Franklins, Part 4, Sc. 498 // 546

49 pages, in full color.....cccvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinininennn, $35.50

Also available in black & white........cccoevvuvuiuieieinenn. $21.00

ALSO AVAILABLE:

THE FARLEYS, in Two Sets
Set 1: The Farleys and their Forerunners.
50 FULLCOLOR pages, covering the stamps as originally issued,
Scott727-733,734-751 & Sc. CE1 and the History & Background
of the Farley issues, Sc. 752-771 ..ccoevininieinininienennn $39.50
Set 2: Collecting the Farleys
41 pages with illustrations of the major collecting formats—gutters
or line pairs, arrow and centerline/gutter blocks, plate blocks,
panes, etc.—for each stamp (Sc. 752-771).
DELUXE SET 2 Full Color on card stock, printed on one side only
thatcanbeused to mountthe Farleyissues............c........ $39.50
Standard set2in color on offset paper, printed on bothsides...$21.50
*The United States Grills, Sc. 79//144A. 20 information-packed black
& white pages, with high definition photos—including fakes—based on
the expertise of Wm. L. Stevenson & Lester G. Brookman.........$12.00
*1919-1932 Commems, black & white covering Sc. 537//715...$12.50
e The Bank Notes Part 1 (Scott 134-191), 62 pages, with
identifiers, secret mark illustrations, postal history and more. ... .. $18.50
¢ The Bank Notes Part 2 (Sc. 205-29, 246-53) 54 pages, with
identifiers, secret mark illustrations, postal history and more...$18.50
* The Columbians & Trans-Mississippis
79 pages, an in-depth study of both popular issues................ $19.50
¢ U.S. Provisionals, Airs, Back-of-Book
64 pages, including Provisionals in depth, some early airs,
Locals, Postage Dues, and Offices in China....................... $17.50
* The Officials: 27 full color descriptive pages covering all the
Officials including the Special Printings.................. $21.50
The 27 descriptive pages above, PLUS 15 pages picturing in full color
each Department Set on card stock to mount your stamps...... $26.50
* FOR YOUR PAGES: A personalized 2” Reference Manual ring
binder with your name on the front cover! (Please print your name)
With an order for pages...$12.50;  Alone...$16.00

For Visa, M/Card, Discover & Amer. Expr. orders, card # a
(including 3-digit code on back) & expiration date:

2 cara Master
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